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DEWSBURY SACRIFICES

Suzanne’s Report of her visit to the School Jul‘d (5 1ar7

| visited Ravensthorpe Junior School for four days last week and spent a day
with each of the Year 5 classes. | worked at the school in a long term supply
position for two terms a couple of years ago, so | know the children in this year
group, which was very helpful. | was given a warm welcome by staff and pupils
alike. The pupils were very interested and enthusiastic and | was impressed
with the intelligent comments that they made and the thoughtful questions that
they asked.

In each class we went on to study the detailed profiles of two soldiers and over
the week we looked at four different soldiers from Ravensthorpe. The children
were very interested in the profiles and fascinated to learn that all the soldiers
lived close to their school. All pupils were familiar with the streets mentioned
and some of them live on these streets. It was great to be able to use google
maps to show them a picture of Jack |\
which is still there. Many children knew where this house was and said that
they regularly walk past it.

We al so worked out that Arnold Nelsdgn
one of two houses (the other being 128 North Road) which are now AK General
Stores. The children know this shop and regularly visit it, so this had a big
impact on them. They were also fascinated to realise that Arnold and his family
(ten children and two parents) lived in such a small house.

The pupils added to the information about one of the soldiers by imagining
other things about him such as personality, favourite hobbies etc. They then
took on the role of the soldier and wrote a postcard home from the trenches,
using the address provided in the profile. | was very impressed with the high
standard of writing produced.

The children had been asked to research any family connections to WW1 and in
one class five of the pupils said that they had a relation who was in the Indian
Ar my . They didn’t know any names ofr
said that they would try to find out more. Many children now seem inspired to
research their own family history further and said that they will ask their
grandparents and great-grandparents about their life stories.

Overall | was delighted with the positive response from pupils and | think the
project has been a very valuable learning experience for them. It has given
them much greater awareness of the history of their local area (of which they
knew very little) and in particular of the sacrifice that the men of Ravensthorpe
made during the First World War.

Extract from the School’s letter of satisfaction

| am writing to thank you for supporting the First World War Centenary Project
work we have been lucky enough to host in school.

Suzanne Hudson spent a full day last week with each of our year 5 classes. The
children were fascinated to find out about some of the people from
Ravensthorpe who fought during the war. The project gave them the
opportunity to see them as real people with real families and real lives. This was
particularly important, given that the majority of our children are of either
Pakistani or Eastern European heritage.

The children were also involved in a variety of research work and produced a
range of writing and other cross curricular work. Hopefully, we will have the
opportunity to display and share some of this work at some point in the future.
My thanks also to Suzanne for her enthusiasm and energy in delivering the
projectin a way that so successfully enthused our children.

Yours sincerely,
Headteacher
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