
 
 

 
 

John Myers 

1891 – 1915 
 

John was born in Batley Carr, Dewsbury on 13
th 

February 1891. His father was William Myers, a 

Painter and Decorator born in Batley Carr in 1871 and died in 1939. His mother was Florence (nee 

Swallow) born in Holmfirth in 1873 and died in 1934. They were married on 23
rd

 August 1890 at 

Holy Trinity Church, Batley Carr, Batley. 

 

Their other children were; Annie, born in 1892, Elsie, born in 1894, Florence May, born in 1896 and 

died in 1896, Gilbert, born in 1898, Fred, born in 1900, Joseph, born in 1903, Mary, born in 1905, 

Martha, born in 1907, Walter, born in 1909 and Wilfred, born in 1913. 

 

On the 1891 Census the family lived at 47, Victoria Street, Batley Carr, Batley, in 1901 at 23, 

Oastler Street, Dewsbury, in 1911 at 7, Savile Grove, Savile Town, Dewsbury and later at 14, Savile 

Grove.  

 

John was a single man who in 1911 was employed as a Chauffeur to a private gentleman. 

 

He had enrolled in the Ossett detachment of the Territorials in 1913 and was posted to 'D' Company, 

4
th

 Battalion Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry serving as Private 1683. He was drowned during a 

training exercise to practice building pontoons at Morton near Gainsborough, Lincolnshire on 19
th 

February 1915; he was buried in Dewsbury Cemetery. John did not qualify for any medal awards as 

he did not see service overseas. 

 

His death, along with six fellow soldiers was recorded by the coroner the day after, as accidental 

death. The jury returned a verdict of accidental death on all seven men, adding a rider that it was 

very regrettable Captain Hirst and his men had been inexperienced and they considered the raft to 

be inadequate to carry such a large number of men. They also considered the life-saving equipment 

(one lifebelt) to be inadequate but fully appreciated the duties of the military were dangerous and 

hazardous, even in training, and recognised the difficulties of those in charge. 

 

The accident was widely reported in the regional Yorkshire Post, as well as local papers, since the 

4
th

 Battalion of the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry contained many local men from around the 

Leeds / Wakefield area, including those who died, as well as those who helped in the rescue of those 

men caught up in the tragedy. 

 

John is commemorated on the Dewsbury Cenotaph in Crow Nest Park and in the Dewsbury Roll of 

Honour kept in Dewsbury Central Library.                      

 



 
 

 
 


