
 
 

George Herbert North 

1899-1918 
 

George was born in Batley in 1899. His father was Abraham North, a Warper in a Woollen 

Mill born in Gomersal, Yorkshire in 1873 and died in 1952; he enlisted in the army on 27
th

 

November 1914 when he was 41 years old and was discharged on 16
th

 March 1919. His 

mother was Harriet (née Thewlis) born in Batley Carr in 1873 and died in 1940.They were 

married in All Saints Church, Batley on 19
th

 August 1893. 

 

Their other children were; Amy, born in 1893 and died in 1895, Ernest, born in 1895 and died 

in 1896, and Annie, born in 1909. 

 

On the 1901 Census the family lived at Warwick Road, Batley, in 1911 at Aire Street, 

Ravensthorpe and later at 167, Lidgate Lane, Batley Carr. 

 

George was a single man who worked as a Loom Tuner for Messrs James France and 

Company Limited, Woollen and Worsted Manufacturers. 

 

He enlisted in July 1917 in Dewsbury into the 2
nd

 Battalion Lincolnshire Regiment serving as 

Private 51867 and was sent to the Western Front on 4
th

 April 1918. He was killed action in 

Belgian Flanders on 16
th

 April 1918 during the lead-up to the 1
st
 Battle of Kemmel Ridge 

which commenced the following day; his remains were never identified for burial and so he is 

commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, West-Vlaanderen, Belgium. George was awarded 

the British War Medal and the Victory Medal. 

 

The Tyne Cot Memorial forms the north-eastern boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery and 

commemorates nearly 35,000 servicemen from the United Kingdom and New Zealand who 

died in the Ypres Salient after 16 August 1917 and whose graves are not known. The memorial 

stands close to the farthest point in Belgium reached by Commonwealth forces in the First 

World War until the final advance to victory. 

George is also commemorated on the Dewsbury Cenotaph in Crow Nest Park and in the 

Dewsbury Roll of Honour kept in Dewsbury Central Library and on the War Memorial in 

Holy Trinity Church, Batley Carr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


