DEWSBURY SOLDIER'S LAST WORDS,
“HIS MAKER AND HIS MOTHER"

KEEP THE HOME FIRES BURNING.

It is our painful duty to record the fact that
I'te. John R. Fligg. of the Notts and Derby Regi-
ment, son of Mr. Oliver Fligg, at one time a well-
known butcner at Green Lane, Dewsbury Moor,
bnt now of 35, Horsforth Avenue, Bridlington,
has been kilied in action. Pte. Fligg was edu-
cated at St. Joln’s Schoel, Dewsbury Moo,
where e was a very well-known and” popular
boy. In course of time he interested himself in
musie, and displayed, with his sister, some
ability in the manipnlation of various musical
instruments.  In fact, he and Miss Flige ap-
« peared tor one week at Dewsbury Fiupire. Since
- then, however, Pte. Fligg took up several im-
portant positions in York, where he was engaged
as drill instructor ut
York Industrial School,
Archbishop Holgate's
School, ork Jind
School, and Elmfiekd
College. He enlisted in
May of this year in the
Fast Yorkshive Regi-
ment, and was li
trausferrod to Lhe Notis
and Derby Regiment.
He only went ont to
France Iast month.

The following letter
has been received from
the deceased’s officer . —
*““Dear Mis. Fligg.—I
regret {o say vour son,
Ple. J. R. Fligg, was

Pte. J. R. Fligg, Notte. and Killed in action on the

D. Regiment, Dewsbury Uth inst, wish to

Moore (killed). CORnYey Iy most sincerse
eympathy to you and toall his relutions, and al<o
to ury to alleviate your sorrow by saving that he
died doing his duty for his King and country, and
his last words were of lus Maker and his mother.
He was one of the best men in my compauy, and
1 deeply deplore his loss.”

A pathetic interest attaches to the last letter
which Pte. Fligg <ent home, dated July 30th.
Amongst other things he said: We are getting
fairly good food; not much te grumble at for
active serviee, but no four-coures dinnors. When
I was ot home I heard much mors war news than
I do here. A German shell hias just now dropped
three-quarters of & mile awhy, which, of course,
is better than being here. The Germans, in my
opinion, haven’t on eartids chance of winning.
or even of drawing, The only question is—how
long will the end be, and how will it come, abso-
lute defeat or uncond:tionnal surrender® It must
be one or tho other, ns I don’t sunpose the Allics
will consider any other terms. 1 hope to be home
for my Christmas dinner. Keep in good spirits,
and keep the home fires burning.  That last song
T wiote, * Play the Game.” would be appropriate
now, and should go in London if I was aniv there
to preduce it.

Archbishop Holgate’s School, York

‘A memorial to the masters and boys’
Two Dewsbury men appear on this memorial

PTE. B. BATLEY DIESIN HOSPITAL

A BRAVE DEWSBURY SOLDIER.

INTERMENT WITIT MILITARY HONOURS.

Wo deeply regret to record the death in hos-
ital of another Dewsbary hero in the xiel'son of
te. Bernard \Walton Batley, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Walton Batley, of Moorlamls Road, Dews-
bury, which tock ploca on Taesday morning,
after much suffering oxtending over o period of
six weeks. We meacioned in our issue of July
Sth that the brave juwan Lad been wounded on
June 27th and brought to England. 1t was not
oneratly known, however, liow seriously he was
wurt, atnd therefore hopea wece entertained that
Le might be restored te health. Those who were
permitted to seo him and to leara the extent of
his injuries, however, were not at all sanguine
as to nis recovery. All thar :ur'fic.!l skili, medi-
eal soience, and the most capiable nursing could
do were done for tlho patieat, and Mr. and Mrs.
Batley sve thankfual for the  splendid services
renderaed by the doc-
tors and nurses 1o
their son. 1t was im-
possible, Lowever, (o
prolong Lis life. Aged
25 ¢nd nnmarned, 'e.
Batley was an optician
at  Burrow-in-Furness,
+ nd préviously at Shefl-

field ::nd in other
placea. In November,
1914, he joined the
Brozifo-d Pals, the
West Yorkshire Regi-
ment, and wvent into
training at Skipton.
Subﬁequenﬂ{.. e pro-
ceeded to Ripon and
e Salisbury  Plain, and
te. Bernard Batley, Rrad- accompanicd  his pals

ford Pais, Dewsba died 10 Egypt. He saw no

of ku.nd.).ry \ ﬁghtfnz in the land of
the Pharaéhs, and in the spring of the present
year he cume to Prance. On June 27th be took
purt in an operation, and on retuining fo hia
dug-out he was struck with a shrapnel bnllet in
the right arm ana on the buttock. Tho missile
1-::««fthmugh Lis back and certain vital organs,
causing very serious injury. For five days he
remained ot Rouen, and thon e was conveyed
to Manchester, and ¢ pent another five days in the
Whitworth Hospital. Lastly, ho was removed to
the Stoskport Military Hospital, Stepping Hill,
where he pass away on Tuesday in the presence
«f his sorrowing father and motber, and Mrs.
Iyons (his sister).

Pte. Batley was a pupil of the Wheelwright
Grammar School, Dewsbury—whero his father is
music master—from Lis boyhood urntil well into
his teens, when he went to Archbishop Holgate's
School at York, whero his father also occupies
the pesition of musie moster. He worshipped at
St. John the Baptist Church, wsbury, and
was a clorister some years ago there under his
father, who is the organist.
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THIS LIBRARY IS A MEMORIALFTO THE MASTERS AND BOVS!
OF THE SCHOOL WHO GAVE THEIR




