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B Private Horace Waller V.C.
.1 .='Honour’d, Beloved and Mourn’d’ s s

BATLEY CARR V.C

PTE. HORACE WALLER'S GREAT HONOUR.

“BRAVEST BOY

I EVER KNEW.”

—_———————
HERO MISSING, BELIEVED KILLED.

BATLEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL OLD BOY,

—_—

| Lust eveuning, just ms [we wore going to prees,
information came H.ran to this offies that the

late Pie. Hovacs Waller, K.O.Y.LI. sonof Mr.
John Edward Waller, plumbor and glaxier, 82,
Upper Roald, Batley Carr, liadheon awarded the
V.C. In oor iswe of April th we published
the foct that Pte. Waller, who'was reported
| ““missing,™ and belioved to ko killad, hod been
recommended for tho highest Lovour it is pos-
| sible for the King to bestow,
The communication received by Mr. Waller re-
spectivg his son from Capt. Air wae ns follows:—
“ Dear Mr. Waller,—1t is with infinite rogret
I Yiave to report that
your son is ‘missing’
believed killad. Words
cannot  deseribo  the
glorions fight lis and
his comrades made
certainly the most vios
1ent hand-to-hand fight-
ing 1 over witnessed.
| For an bour amd & half
| in the first counter-
attack ne stood and
bombed, awd fnally
won.  In the sccond
andmore violont attack
hie still held biz  post
for an hour, fighting
for half-anhour after being weunded, until
firally hit. 1 think the bravest boy I ever knaw
is this son of yeurs. Many of my company are
gone, but the lois of nane goes mora to my heart
than the loss of Horace, Perliaps in the apinion
of the higher command T have asked toa much in
asking for the highest of all hovours for him.

| forvently hops not. My Colenel hae enderssd.
the recomimendation. bot rewards are only a
tithe of the gratifiention you can feel for having
rrodoced zo five. 20 courdbeous. so British a man.
Ro lang ¢ thic company holds togother the glary
of hiz deeds will never die ™

*Pte. Wallor attained the age of twenty last
August. Ho spent the earlier yoars of his school
carear at Miss Whitworth's Seminary, Albert
Terrace, Halifax Road, Dewsbury. At eight years
of age ho beeams a pupil at the Poriwell Coun-
ril Salinol, whats in 19 Lie won o free sthalar-
chip tenable ot the Batley Grammar School. At
the Grammar Scheol. in 1910, he won a Conmty
Minor scholarship. At the age of seventeen Ime
latt the Batley Grammar School, and commeneed
working for his father, the proprietor of the
wolldnown plumbing busiress of the late Mr.
Strickland Waller (father of Mr. J. E. Waller).
e displayed very commendable and workman-
like qualitiss in Joarning his craft, and eom-
menced o course of stndies at the Dewsbury
Technieal School, and alss at a kindred institu-
tion at Loeds. But vight from the commence-
ment of hoshlities in Franes he longed to be in
thaki. Twice he was medically examined and
rejected, and still he was vot satisfied. He made
a third artempt to get into the Army, and he
“eoraped” in as a Class € man. He joined the
£.0.Y,L.), on May 30th, and trained ot Withem-
sen. On December 14tk hie went to France. From
time to time e wrote to his parents, and in one
letter he said there had been so much rain that
the communieation trenches where ke was sta-
tioned wore fnll of water, and he and others had.
o expese themselves in “*no man’s land™ in

1 order to secure theic rations,




