
 

Scots Guards 

.The Scots Guards (SG), part of the Guards Division, is one of the Foot Guards 
regiments of the British Army. Their origins lie in the personal bodyguard of 
King Charles I of England and Scotland. Its lineage can be traced as far back as 
1642, although it was only placed on the English Establishment (thus becoming 
part of what is now the British Army) in 1686. 

History The Scots Guards trace their origins back to 1642 when, by order of 
King Charles I, the regiment was raised by Archibald Campbell, 1st Marquess 
of Argyll for service in Ireland, and was known as the Marquis of Argyll's 
Royal Regiment.  

It spent a number of years there and performed a variety of duties, but in the 
mid-1640s, during the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, the regiment took part in 
the fight against James Graham, 1st Marquess of Montrose who was fighting on 
the side of Charles I.  

The First World War The 1st Battalion, part of the 1st (Guards) Brigade of the 
1st Division, was part of the British Expeditionary Force which arrived in 
France in 1914. The Battalion took part in the Battle of Mons in August 1914, 
the First Battle of the Marne in September 1914 and the Battle of the Aisne also 
in September 1914. The 1st and 2nd Battalions then took part in the First Battle 
of Ypres in November 1914, the Battle of Aubers Ridge in May 1915 and the 
Battle of Loos in September 1915. In July 1916 the Scots Guards took part in 
the first Battle of the Somme and in July 1917, the regiment began its 
involvement in the Battle of Passchendaele. In March 1918 they fought at the 
second Battle of the Somme and in Autumn the regiment took part in the final 
battles of the war on the Western Front.  

Battle honours 

The battle honours of the Scots Guards are as follows: - 



 First World War:  
o Western Front: Retreat from Mons, Marne 1914, Aisne 1914, 

Ypres 1914 1917, Langemarck 1914, Gheluvelt, Nonne Bosschen, 
Givenchy 1914, Neuve Chapelle, Aubers, Festubert 1915, Loos, 
Somme 1916 1918, Flers–Courcelette, Morval, Pilckem, 
Poelcapelle, Cambrai 1917 1918, St. Quentin, Albert 1918, 
Bapaume 1918, Arras 1918, Drocourt-Quéant, Hindenburg Line, 
Havrincourt, Canal du Nord, Selle, Sambre, France and Flanders 
1914–18 

 


