
 

The west Yorkshire Regiment 

The West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own) (14th Foot) was an 
infantry regiment of the British Army. In 1958 it amalgamated with the East 
Yorkshire Regiment (15th Foot) to form the Prince of Wales's Own Regiment of 
Yorkshire which was, on 6 June 2006, amalgamated with the Green Howards 
and the Duke of Wellington's Regiment (West Riding) to form the Yorkshire 
Regiment (14th/15th, 19th and 33rd/76th Foot). 

History 

The regiment was raised by Sir Edward Hales in 1685, by order of King James 
II. One of the nine new regiments of foot raised to meet the Monmouth 
rebellion it was termed Hales's Regiment. The regiment served in Flanders 
between 1693 and 1696 and gained its first battle honour at Namur in 1695. In 
1694 the regiment took precedence as the 14th Regiment of Foot. 

During 1880’s the British army saw major changes, The "Childers Reforms". 
The 14th was given the title "The Prince of Wales's Own (West Yorkshire 
Regiment)". The Depot of the 14th was established at Imphal Barracks in York. 

World War I 

World War I saw numerous battalions of The Prince of Wales's Own (West 
Yorkshire Regiment) serving at Neuve-Chapelle, Loos, the Somme, 
Passchendaele, Ypres, Marne, Arras, Cambrai and Gallipoli. At its peak The 
West Yorkshire Regiment numbered 37 battalions, 66 Battle Honours were 
bestowed and four Victoria Crosses were awarded. 

 


