
 

Royal Fusiliers 

The Royal Fusiliers (City of London Regiment) was a line infantry regiment 
of the British Army in continuous existence for 283 years. It was known as the 
7th Regiment of Foot until the Childers Reforms of 1881. The Royal Fusiliers 
Monument, a memorial dedicated to the Royal Fusiliers who died during World 
War I, stands on Holborn in the City of London. 

Most regiments were equipped with matchlock muskets at the time, but the 
Ordnance Regiment were armed with flintlock fusils. This was because their 
task was to be an escort for the artillery, for which matchlocks would have 
carried the risk of igniting the open-topped barrels of gunpowder. 

First World War 

The Royal Fusiliers served with distinction in the First World War, raising 76 
battalions who wore the regimental cap badge. They served on the Western 
Front, in Africa, the Middle East and Macedonia. Members of the Royal 
Fusiliers won the first two Victoria Crosses of the war near Mons in August 
1914 (Lieutenant Maurice Dease and Private Sidney Godley), and the last two 
in North Russia. 

The Royal London Fusiliers Monument, a war memorial, stands on High 
Holborn, near Chancery Lane tube station, surmounted by the lifesize statue of a 
World War I soldier, and its regimental chapel is at St Sepulchre-without-
Newgate. 

 


