
 

Coldstream Guards 

It is the oldest regiment in the Regular Army in continuous active service,[2] 
originating in Coldstream, Scotland in 1650 when General George Monck 
founded the regiment. It is one of two regiments of the Household Division that 
can trace its lineage to the New Model Army, the other being the Blues and 
Royals (Royal Horse Guards and 1st Dragoons). 

History 

The origin of The Coldstream Guards lies in the English Civil War when Oliver 
Cromwell gave Colonel George Monck permission to form his own regiment as 
part of the New Model Army. The regiment was placed as the second senior 
regiment of Household Troops, as it entered the service of the Crown after the 
1st Regiment of Foot Guards, but they answered to that by adopting the motto 
Nulli Secundus (Second to None), due to the fact that the regiment is older than 
the senior regiment. The regiment always stands on the left of the line when on 
parade with rest of the Foot Guards, so standing "second to none". When Monck 
died in 1670, the Earl of Craven took command of the regiment and it adopted a 
new name, the Coldstream Regiment of Foot Guards.  

. Later it served as part of the 2nd Guards Brigade in the chateau of 
Hougoumont on the outskirts of the Battle of Waterloo. This defence is 
considered one of the greatest achievements of the regiment, and an annual 
ceremony of "Hanging the Brick" is performed each year in the Sergeants' Mess 
to commemorate the efforts of Cpl James Graham and Lt-Col James 
Macdonnell, who shut the North Gate after a French attack. The Duke of 
Wellington himself declared after the battle that "the success of the battle turned 
upon closing the gates at Hougoumont". 

 

At the outbreak of the First World War, Coldstreamers were among the first 
British regiments to arrive in France after Britain declared war on Germany. In 
the following battles, they suffered heavy losses, in two cases losing all their 



officers. At the first Battle of Ypres the 1st battalion was virtually annihilated – 
by 1 November down to 150 men and the Lt Quartermaster. They fought in 
Mons, Loos, Somme, Cinchy and in the 3rd Battle of Ypres. The Corps of 
Drums, in addition to their ceremonial role, which has been primarily the 
musical accompaniment of Changing of the Guard for Windsor Castle, has the 
role of machine gun platoon. All Guardsmen for public duties wear the 'Home 
Service' Dress tunic in summer or greatcoat in winter and bearskin with a red 
plume. The Coldstream Guards regimental band plays at Changing of The 
Guard, state visits and many other events.[13] 

  

The grouping of buttons on the tunic is a common way to distinguish between 
the regiments of Foot Guards. Coldstream buttons are arranged in pairs, and a 
Star of the Garter is marked on their brassware 

The regiment's nickname is 'Lilywhites'. An ordinary soldier of the regiment is 
called a Guardsman, a designation granted by King George V after the First 
World War. The regiment is always referred to as the Coldstream, never as the 
Coldstreams; likewise a member of the regiment is referred to as a 
Coldstreamer. 

 


