DEWSBURY
SACRIFICES

The 20th Hussars

The 20th Hussars was a cavalry regiment of the British Army. In 1922 it was
amalgamated with the 14th Hussars to form the 14th/20th Hussars, which
became the 14th/20th King's Hussars

History

A number of regiments of dragoons have carried the title "20th Regiment". The
20th Regiment of (Light) Dragoons, also known as the "20th (Inniskilling)
Light Dragoons", was formed in 1760 and disbanded in 1763. In 1779 a new
20th Regiment of (Light) Dragoons was raised out of the Dragoon Guards
regiments, lasting until 1783.

First World War

The regiment crossed to France on 17 August 1914 with a strength of 24
officers and 519 rank and file to join the rest of the "contemptible little army".
The 20th Hussars formed part of the British cavalry that covered the gap
between the British Expeditionary Force and the French 5th Army.

The regiment arguably took part in the first cavalry action of the First World
War,"! and became involved in actions that were typical of the role played by
cavalry in that conflict. The retreat from Mons, the battles of the Marne and the
Aisne and the First battle of Ypres all saw the regiment involved and fighting as
infantry from trenches in the Messines area. A battle at Bourlon Wood was
complemented with five officers and 218 men from the 20th; the regiment saw
more action on foot at Gouzeaucourt in 1917. Dismounted actions to stem the
enemy advance followed the German Spring Offensive of 1918. A return to
horses saw the regiment in support of infantry as the tide turned in the Allies'
favour and the Germans began the return to their homeland.

In 1922 the regiment lost its separate identity when it was amalgamated with the
14th King's Hussars to become the 14th/20th Hussars.



